Re: Berkshire Downs Septic Systems

Friday, March 20, 2009 4:33 PM

From: 

"eduke@co.wake.nc.us" <eduke@co.wake.nc.us>
View contact details 

To: 

mtrickel@yahoo.com

Message contains attachments
Subdivision Sewer Extention Needs - City of Raleigh 2008.doc (27KB), Subdivision Status Summary.doc (22KB), Subdivision Survey Results.xls (75KB), Field Survey Summary Berkshire Downs.doc (24KB)
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Mr. Trickel,

Please for give the delay in my response.

Your first request about wanting a copy of the full report cannot be
addressed in a simple manner.  The City has not requested any type of
report from the County, other than a list of Subdivisions the County deems
to need to have sewer services provided.  That list was provided to you in
the email from February 23, 2009.  Individual property owners were provided
a letter documenting what was found with their own lot, from our survey
conducted in February 2008.  A brief summary of the findings from that
survey and a summary of the permits issued in Bentley Woods II was provided
to the City with the map you referenced.  I will enclose a copy of that
document at the end of this email.  I will also provide you the summary of
all subdivisions that were surveyed in 2008, which was provided to our
Environmental Services Board.  A copy of the summary for the Berkshire
Downs Field survey will also be attached.

Now for your specific questions:
1. If the systems are presently failed why hasn't the house been condemned
or label unlivable?
Answer: All properties are required to be created with enough available
space to install the initial system plus a 100% repair.  Once a septic
system malfunctions, it must be repaired.  Sometimes only a partial repair
is installed, so that a second repair could be made latter if necessary.
Sometimes a complete system is installed which will allow for the old
system to be turned off and allowed to "rest/recover" so that it could be
used latter, should the repair system fail.  Sometimes the original system
is destroyed, during some activity on the lot, so that when the repair is
installed there is nothing to go back to, should the repair fail.  Until
all of the options have been exhausted, the house is not condemned or
deemed unlivable.

2. If the systems are labeled as "failing" how long would they take to
totally fail?
Answer: There is no way to answer this question.  I know of septic systems
that have never been attended to for any reason and they are still
functional.  I have systems that failed in less than one year.  I have had
systems work for 20 years, fail and the complete repair fail within 3
months.  Seven houses were found to have malfunctions during our survey in
February of 2008.  When those houses were revisited in April of 2008, no
malfunctions were found.  The lots were evaluated after a rain event, while
the follow up visits may have been made during a dryer period.  I was
present during the February evaluation, but was not there in April, so I do
not remember the weather conditions.  There is a good chance they would be
found to be malfunctioning now after all of the rain we have just
experienced, since at least one of the lots found malfunctioning was
reported by the owner, during the owner survey, that their system had
problems after rain events or visitors.  A total of 5 owners reported they
had seasonal failures.

3. If we had to live with the current problems for another 5 years would it
cause any severe damage to the environment?
Answer: As long as no systems malfunctioned at any time, there would be no
damage to the environment.  No failures are allowed at any time.


Here are the documents requested.
(See attached file: Subdivision Sewer Extention Needs - City of Raleigh
2008.doc)(See attached file: Subdivision Status Summary.doc)(See attached
file: Subdivision Survey Results.xls)(See attached file: Field Survey
Summary Berkshire Downs.doc)

I hope that I have adequately addressed your questions.

Ed Duke, Jr., R.S.
Wastewater Management Supervisor
Wake County Department of Environmental Services
336 Fayetteville Street
PO Box 550
Raleigh, NC 27602
Tel: 919.856.7436
Fax: 919.743.4772
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       I just spoke to James Alston about your discussion about the "failed" septic systems. I am requesting a copy of the full report of our         
subdivision (not the map with work permit dots). I also have a few questions.                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      
1. If the systems are presently failed why hasn't the house been condemned or label unlivable?                                                       
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3. If we had to live with the current problems for another 5 years would it cause any severe damage to the environment?                              
                                                                                                                                                      
     The main reason I asked the last question was because of the severe financial consequences this annexation is placing on our community. You must 
understand sir that your actions along with Mr. Allen's are placing our residents in a severe economic crisis.                                       
These people WILL loose their homes! If the annexation proceeds at the current pace. I beg you sir to reconsider your stance to prevent this         
catastrophe. Our fate is partially in your hands.                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                      
                               Respectfully, Mat Trickel                                                                                              
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