Field Survey Summary Berkshire Downs

109 lots in SD.  The system were installed between 1981-1985

102 lots were surveyed.  Locked fences or dogs prevented the 7 from being evaluated.

105 permits were found.

50.4% of the systems installed as beds (55)

49.6% of the systems installed as individual trenches (54)

~30% of systems have failed at least once since installed (33).

100% installed as gravel

1 system repaired with EZ Flow

1 system repaired with Chambers

6.4% of systems installed or repaired as LPP (7)

9.2% of systems installed or repaired with pump systems (10)

86.2% installed as gravity flow (94)

Of the systems evaluated

29.4% had uses over the septic system of at least 1 type (30)


21 had structures


9 had traffic (driveways or parking)


3 had pools (above ground)


Other: 3 decks, 1 shed, 1 retaining wall, 1 playground, 1 flower/garden

20.6% had uses over the repair area of at least 1 type (21)


12 had structures


10 had traffic


1 had pool


3 had Other

91.2% of the lots were grassed or partially grassed (93)

4.3% of those lots were not kept mowed (4)

17.6% were partially wooded (18)

3% were wooded (3) with only 1 lot not having under story growth maintained

19.6% had linear depressions (20)

27.5% did not have on-site water diverted away from system (28)

6.8% did not have off-site water diverted away from system (7)

8.8% were not shaped to shed rainwater away from system (9)

24.5% had risers, but were at grade, which would allow surface water to enter system (25)

Malfunctions observed

6.8% systems were found to be failing at time of evaluation (7).  All were followed up and were not failing.  Failures were rain related, water use, one was in process of being repaired and one pump/float related.

28.6% of those had uses over drainfield, retaining wall and flower bed (2)

85.7% were grassed with only 1 not mowed (6)

14.3 % was partially wooded (1)

14.3% had linear depressions (1)

42.8% did not have on-site water diverted away from system (3)

85.7% had risers (6)

57% were pump systems (4)

85.7% showed past signs of failure (6)

