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Duke, Karen 

From: Allen, Russell 

Sent: Monday, November 17, 20084:24 PM 

To: Charles Meeker; Isley, Philip; Mary-Ann Baldwin; Nancy McFarlane; Rodger Koopman; Russ 
Stephenson; Thomas Crowder; West, James P. 

Cc: McCormick, Tom; Smith, Gail; Crisp, Dale; Silver, Mitchell; Duke, Karen; Bryant, Alfreda 

Subject: FW: Berkshire Downs and Bentley Woods 

Attachments: Subdivision Sewer Extention Needs - City of Raleigh 2008.pdf 

This is some additional information from the Wake County Environmental Services Director related to septic tank 
failures in the Bentley Woods and Berkshire Downs areas. This city initiated annexation item is being reported 
out of the Comprehensive Planning Committee with a recommendation not to move forward with annexation. I 
would like to ask the Committee and the Council to consider this information and a few other points I will make at 
the meeting, and request your favorable consideration of this annexation. 

Sincerely, 

J Russell 

From: Tommy.Esqueda@co.wake.nc.us [mailto:Tommy.Esqueda@co.wake.nc.us] 
sent: Monday, November 17, 20083:07 PM 
To: Allen, Russell; Crisp, Dale 
Cc: Waldroup, Kenneth; Mark.Bailey@co.wake.nc.us; kdaeke@co.wake.nc.us; eduke@co.wake.nc.us; 
Matt.Roylance@co.wake.nc.us; Joe.Durham@co.wake.nc.us 
Subject: Berkshire Downs and Bentley Woods 

Greetings Russell and Dale ­

I received your email regarding the proposed annexation of Berkshire Downs and Bentley Woods and have 
prepared this email in response to your queries. 

Several years ago (-2003), Wake County initiated a program to conduct field surveys and records reviews for 
septic tank systems located throughout the County to (a) review the operation and performance of the systems, 
(b) identify failed systems, (c) identify characteristics that contribute to system failures. Our preliminary findings 
from the survey and records review identified a failure rate of approximately 10% based on the sample size 
surveyed. 

Since that initial survey, Wake County has continued to conduct septic tank field surveys and records reviews, 
and Berkshire Downs was included in a field survey and records review conducted in early 2008. Based on the 
findings of the field survey and records review, we observed that 36% of the septic tank systems in Berkshire 
Downs had experienced failures in the past (based on septic tank repair permits on file). In addition, for Bentley 
Woods, our records review indicates a higher than 10% rate of septic system complaints and septic tank repair 
permits. 

Based on the findings from the field surveys and the records review for Berkshire Downs and Bentley Woods, we 
continue to believe that it is in the best long-term interest of public health and safety for Berkshire Downs and 
Bentley WOOdS to be prOVided with municipal sewer service. As has been the practice for several years, 
representatives from Environmental Services and CORPUD meet on at least an annual basis to review and 
discuss subdivisions targeted for sewer extensions based on the County's field surveys and records reviews, and 
Berkshire Downs and Bentley Woods have consistently shown up on the list of subdivisions recommended to be 
served by municipal sewer. 

We can report that some of the residents in the subject subdivisions have recently completed septic system 
repairs at their own expense, so there may be a concern by some residents to have to pay connection fees 
immediately after paying for a septic system repair. 

11/20/2008 


